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Admission Criteria 
for Community & Voluntary Controlled Schools 

When a school is oversubscribed on parental preferences, then the following 
priorities apply in order: 

 
1. Looked after children or a child who was previously looked after, but immediately after being looked 

after became subject to an adoption, child arrangement order, or special guardianship order or those 
children who appear to the school to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in 
state care as a result of being adopted, then, 

2. Children for whom the Local Authority accepts that there are exceptional medical social or welfare 
reasons which are directly relevant to the school concerned, then, 

3. Children eligible for services premium, then, 

4. Children with older brothers and sisters attending the school when the younger child will start, then, 

5. Remaining places are allocated according to where a child lives. Those living nearest to the preferred 
school by a straight line (radial) measure will have priority. 

The distance criterion which will be used as the tie breaker if there is oversubscription within any of the 
admission criteria; is a straight line (radial) measure. 

If the Local Authority is unable to distinguish between applicants using the published criteria (eg. 
siblings, those living the same distance from home to school, or families residing in the same block of 
flats) places will be offered via a random draw. 

The distance measure is a straight-line measurement (radial) between the applicant's home address 
points and the address point of the school (co-ordinates provided by ordnance survey data). 

 

When a primary school with a GPA is oversubscribed the following priorities will 
be applied in order: 

 
1. Looked after children or a child who was previously looked after, but immediately after being looked 

after became subject to an adoption, child arrangement order, or special guardianship order or those 
children who appear to the school to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in 
state care as a result of being adopted, then, 

2. Children for whom the Local Authority accepts that there are exceptional medical social or welfare 
reasons which are directly relevant to the school concerned, then, 

3. Children eligible for services premium, then, 

4. Children living within the school's geographical priority area with older brothers and sisters attending 
the school when the younger child will start, then, 

5. Children living within the school's geographical priority area, then, 

6. Children living outside the school's geographical priority area with older brothers or sisters still 
attending the school when the younger child will start, then, 

7. Children living outside the school's geographical priority area. 

The distance criterion which will be used as the tie breaker if there is oversubscription within any of the 
admission criteria; is a straight line (radial) measure. 

If the Local Authority is unable to distinguish between applicants using the published criteria (eg. siblings, those 
living the same distance from home to school, or families residing in the same block of flats) places will be 
offered via a random draw. 

The distance measure is a straight-line measurement (radial) between the applicant's home address points and 
the address point of the school (co-ordinates provided by ordnance survey data). 
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Postal Address 

 Number 
on Roll 

Admission 
Number 

School Telephone Headteacher Jan 2025 2026/27 

Ribblesdale School Queens Road, Mrs A M Horrocks 44 30 
Ribblesdale@ Clitheroe    

Standen BB7 1EJ    

 01200 422563    

 

* Admission arrangements are shown below – Allocation of places within the GPA 

This school has a Geographical Priority Area: The above school’s priority area is Clitheroe, Worston, 
Pendleton, Mearley, Whalley, Wiswell, Mitton, Read, Sabden, Simonstone, Aighton, Bailey and Chaigley, 
Billington, Dinckley, Balderstone, Clayton-le-Dale, Mellor, Osbaldeston, Ramsgreave, Salesbury, Wilpshire, 
Barrow, Stonyhurst, Brockhall Village, Hurst Green, Langho, Ribchester, Higham, Goldshaw Booth and Barley 
with Wheatley, (West of Barley Lane), Fence and Old Laund Booth. 

When the school is over-subscribed on parental preferences, the following priorities apply in order: 

1. Looked after children and those who have been previously looked after, including those from overseas, 
then, 

2. Children for whom the Local Authority accepts that there are exceptional medical social or welfare reasons 
which are directly relevant to the school concerned, then 

3. Children eligible for services premium, then 

4. Children living within the school's geographical priority area with older brothers and sisters attending the 
school when the younger child will start. 

5. Children living within the school's geographical priority area, then 

6. Children living outside the school's geographical priority area with older brothers or sisters attending the 
school when the younger child will start, then 

7. Children living outside the school's geographical priority area. 

Within each category those living nearest to the preferred school by a straight line (radial) measure will have 
priority. 

Ribblesdale School 


