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Admission Policy & Criteria for Community and Voluntary Controlled
Schools in Hyndburn, Ribble Valley, Burnley, Pendle & Rossendale districts

An admission number will be published showing the maximum number of pupils that the school will admit in the
Autumn Term 2026. Parents are given the opportunity express three preferences for a secondaghool.
Publishedriteriaareusedto decidewhichchildrenshouldbe offered the available places. In secondary schools

an equal preference system operates, whereby the three parental prefereamegivenequalstatus. Each
preferencewill be consideredequallyagainsthe admissiongriteria.

Whenasecondaryschoolis oversubscribedhe following prioritiesapplyin order:

1. Looked after children or a child who was previously looked after, but immediately after being looked
after became subject to an adoption, child arrangement order, or special guardianshipoottese
childrenwho appearto the schoolto havebeenin state careoutsideof England and ceased to be in
state care as a result of being adopted, then,

2. Childrenfor whom the Local Authority acceptsthat there are exceptionalmedical,social or
welfare reasons which are directly relevant to the school concerned. (See note (i) below) then,

Childrereligiblefor servicespremium,then,

Childrenliving within the s ¢ h ogedgraphicalpriority areawith older brothers or sisters
attending the school when the younger child will stggee note iii below).

Childrenlivingwithinthe s ¢ h ogedgraphicapriority area,then,

Childrenliving outsidethe s ¢ h ogedgraphicapriority areawith older brothersor sistersstill
attendingthe schoolwhenthe youngerchildwill start (Seenote (iii) below) then,

Childrenivingoutsidethe s ¢ h ogedgraphicapriority area(seenote (iv) below.

8.  Thedistancecriterion will be usedasthe tie breakerif there is oversubscriptionwithin any of the
admission criteria; it is a straight line (radial) measure.

9. If the LocalAuthority is unableto distinguishbetween applicantsusingthe publishedcriteria (eg.
siblings, those living the same distance from home to school, or families residing in the same block
of flats) places will be offered via a random draw.

10. The distance measure is a straiglihe measurement (radial) between the applicant's home address
andthe addresspoint of the school(co- ordinatesprovidedby ordnancesurveydata).

Notes

() Themedicalsocialandwelfare criterionwill considerissueselevantto the childand/or the family. This
category may include children without a statement who have special needs.

(i) As required by law, all children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs/EHC naming a school will be
admitted beforethe application of the oversubscription criteria. Children who have a statement for
special needs have their applications considered separately.

(iii) Brothers andsistersincludesstep children,half brothersandsisters,fostered andadoptedchildren living
with the same family at the same address (consideration may be given to applying this criterfah
brothers and sisterswho resideat different addresses). The priority doesnot apply to siblings whose
brothers and sisters transferred into a sixth form at 16+.

(iv) A child'spermanentaddressis the one where he/she normallylivesand sleepsandgoesto school from.
Proof of residence may be requested at any time throughout the admission process, (including after a child
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has accessed a school place).

(v) The Local Authority will keep waiting lists for all Lancashire schools until 31 August 2026 These are kept
in priority order usingthe school'spublishedadmissiorcriteria. From1 September 2026 forone school
term onlywaiting lists will be retainedby individuakdmission authoritie@he Local Authority for
community and voluntary controlled schools and individual voluntary aided and trust schools will each
retain their own list).

(vi) Children will not normally be able to start school other than at the beginning of the term unless they
have moved into the area or there are exceptional circumstances.

(vii) Applicationdor schoolplaceswhicharereceivedlate will not necessarilype dealtwith at the same time as
those received by the set deadlind.he reasons for a late application may be requested and where these
are not exceptional the relevant admission criteria will be initially applied to all others received on time.
The late application will be dealt with after this process.

Application forms received after the published closing date, will only be considered at that time if the
following conditions apply:

(a) if the number of preferences received for the school is below the published admission namber

(b) there are extenuatingcircumstancegustifyingalate application.

Thesemayinclude:
(a) parentsmovinginto the Countyafter the closingdate;

(b) parent/carer illness which required hospitalisatimn the major part of the period between the
publication of the composite prospectus and the closing date for applications.

(vii) Where a child lives with one parent for part of the week and another for the rest of the week only one
address will be accepted for a school admission applicafidris will normally be the one where the child
wakes up for the majority of school days (Monday to Fridayjoof of residence may be requested at any
time throughout the admissions process.

(ix) the highestpriority mustbe givento lookedafter childrert andchildrenwhowere lookedafter, but ceased
to be so because they were adopté@or became subject to a residence ordesr special guardianship
order’). Further references to previously looked after children in the Code means children who were
adopted (or subject to residence orders or special guardianship orders) immediately following having been
looked after. This includes children who are legallypdeid from overseasRelevant legal documents must
be provided to evidence the adoption.

The Authority has a duty to emrdinate admission arrangements for all Lancashire maintaiolkdols.The
Authority will ensurethat all Lancashirgparentswhose childrenare transferring to reception or Year 7
classes, receive the offer of one secondary or primary school place on the agreed date.

In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the churches have been ¢twsed
public worship and have not provided alternative premisesfor that worship, therequirementsof these
admissionsarrangementsin relationto attendancewill only apply to the period when the churches have
been available for public worship.

1 A 'looked after child' is a child who is (a) in the careaolocal authority, or (b) being provided with
accommodatiorby alocalauthority inthe exerciseof their socialservicedunctions(seethe definitionin section

22(1) of the Children Act 1989).

2 Underthe terms of the AdoptionandChildrenAct 2002. Seesection46 (adoptionorders).

3 Underthe terms ofthe ChildrenAct 1989. Seesection8 whichdefinesa-r e s iod e esarmrder settling

the arrangementdo be madeasto the personwith whomthe childisto live.

4see section 14A of the Children Act 1989 which de
appointing one or more individuals to be a chil d- s
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